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How much energy must go into a pump to get the most out of it, and, what
does a pump's inefficiency have to do with its reliability?

H ow many pumps in your plant operate at their best efficiency point (BEP)? The answer is
very important. Back in the day, when energy costs were low and dollars for new equipment not
SO scarce, it might not have mattered to your operations. Today, though, with energy costs on
the rise and so much riding on a site's reliability and ability to control unnecessary spending, it's
quite a different story.
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Fig. 1. The BEP for most single-stage centrifugal pumps is
only somewhere between 80% and 85% of the shutoff head.
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